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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report sets out the background for a meeting with Theo Blackwell, the Chief Digital Officer, 

Greater London Authority (GLA) and other guests to be confirmed, to discuss proposals to improve 

digital connectivity in London as well as the role of ‘smart cities’ in London’s regeneration.  

 

 

2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committee notes this report as background to the discussion with invited guests 

on making London a smart city, digital connectivity and regeneration, and notes the 

subsequent discussion.  

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy 

Chairman, to agree any output from this meeting. 

 
 

3. Background  
 

3.1 In June 2017 the Regeneration Committee published a report investigating Digital Connectivity in 

London1 making several recommendations to improve connectivity in the capital.  To follow up on 

those recommendations, the committee will meet with Theo Blackwell, the Chief Digital Officer, 

GLA, to receive an update on progress since then.  

  

3.2 The Committee will also discuss London’s plans to be a world leading smart city, particularly focusing 

on London’s connectivity and smart city technology as the issues relate to regeneration.  
  

3.3 In 2013 the former Mayor of London established a Smart London Board.  The Board is charged with 

helping the Mayor shape his vision and strategy for London's smart city agenda and investment in 

data infrastructure.  Theo Blackwell is the interim Chair and the Board is composed of leading figures 

from the tech sector, entrepreneurs and academics.   
 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/digital_connectivity_report_final.pdf 



        

 

 

3.4 At London Tech Week in June 2017 the Mayor set out an ambition for London to become the 

smartest city in the world.  The Mayor has asked London’s new Chief Digital Officer and the Smart 

London Board to secure London’s position at the forefront of innovation in smart cities and what is 

known as advanced urban services.  The Smart London Board has developed a definition which 

emphasises the importance of data, the need to meet city-growth pressures, and to do so 

collaboratively.  The Board is currently undertaking a listening exercise ahead of the publication of a 

new Smart London Plan in the summer 2018.  
  
 
4.  Issues for Consideration 
  
4.1 The following guests have been invited to the meeting: 

 Theo Blackwell, Chief Digital Officer, GLA; 

 Stephen Lorimer, Smart City Strategy & Delivery Officer, GLA; and 

 Dr Katherine Willis, University of Plymouth. 
  
4.2 It is anticipated that Members will explore the following topics with the invited guests: 

 Connectivity in London;  

 The forthcoming new Smart London Plan; and 

 Smart city technology, regeneration and communities. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1  There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: The Committee’s report, Digital Connectivity in London. 
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